
Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°1 : London an international transport hub at different scales  

Difficulté : niveau 1 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London an international transport hub at different 

scales. 

Differents scales Main transport networks 

Urban scale  
 
 
 

National scale  
 
 
 

International scale  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°1 : London an international transport hub at different scales  

Difficulté : niveau 2 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London an international transport hub at different 

scales. 

Differents scales Main transport networks 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°1 : London an international transport hub at different scales  

Task: Explain what makes london an international transport hub at different scales. 
 

 
Source 1 :  
Source : VisitLondon.com  

 

 

 



Source 2: London: a international transportation hub at different scales:  

 



Source 3 : (source : airport council international) 

 
 
Source 4: Cities with direct international airlinks with Heathrow Airport (London) 

 
 



Source 5 : 

 
 

 



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°2 : London a political center at different scales 

Difficulté : niveau 1 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a political center at different scales. 

Different scales Main elements of the political power 

National scale  
 
 
 

The Commonwealth  
 
 
 

Global scale  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°2 : London a political center at different scales 

Difficulté : niveau 2 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a political center at different scales. 

Different scales Main elements of the political power 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°2 : London a political center at different scales 

 

Task : Explain to what extent London is a political power at different scales 
 
Source 1 : The British political Institutions :  

 
 
Source 2 : The British Commonwealth 

 
The Commonwealth is a name for countries which were part of the British Empire before they 

became independent. This group of states works together on many important matters, like 

business, health and the fight against poverty. 

 
 

Buckingham palace 

10 Downing Street 

Houses of Parliament 

= Westminster Palace 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/British_Empire


Source 3 : The Foreign & Commonwealth Office's main building in Whitehall (near 10 Donwning 
Street) 

 
 
Source 4 : The IMO building in London (IMO – 
the International Maritime Organization – is the 
United Nations specialized agency with 
responsibility for the safety and security of 
shipping and the prevention of marine pollution 
by ships.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source 5: EBRD to move London HQ to Canary Wharf financial centre (EBRD website, 01 May 
2019) 

 
The new building was developed by Canary Wharf Group.  
The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) will move its London 
headquarters from Exchange Square in the City of London to the Canary Wharf business district in 
2022. 
The EBRD, which promotes the development of private sector enterprise across 38 emerging 
economies in three continents, has been located in Exchange Square since 1993. The lease on 
the current property expires in 2022. 
On 1 May, Senior Vice President András Simor signed the lease on the property in Five Bank 
Street, where EBRD staff will occupy the top 12 floors of the 24-storey building.

https://www.ebrd.com/where-we-are.html
https://www.ebrd.com/where-we-are.html
https://www.ebrd.com/executive-committee/andras-simor.html


Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°3 : London a cultural power at different scales  

Difficulté : niveau 1 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a cultural power at different scales. 

 

Different scales Main elements of the cultural power 

National scale  
 
 
 

Global scale  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°3 : London a cultural power at different scales  

Difficulté : niveau 2 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a cultural power at different scales. 

 

Different scales Main elements of the cultural power 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°3 : London a cultural power at different scales  

Task: explain what makes London a global cultural power.  
 

Source 1 :  

 
Source2: London Retains Crown in 2015 MasterCard Global Destinations Cities Index 
 
London has retained its position as the top-ranked international travel destination for the fifth time 
in seven years, according to the annual MasterCard Global Destinations Cities Index released 
today. 
Driven by insights into travel patterns, the Global Destinations Cities Index provides a ranking of 
the 132 most visited cities around the world. More than just a travel tracker, the Index delivers 
deeper understanding of how people move around the world and speaks to the importance and 
prominence of the world’s cities as homes, destinations and engines of growth. 
According to the study, London is projected to receive 18.82 million international visitors in 2015, 
just slightly ahead of second-ranked Bangkok. The two cities have topped the Index throughout its 
five-year history. Forecasted overnight visitors to the rest of the top 10 cities include: 

2. Bangkok – 18.24 million 
3. Paris – 16.06 million visitors 
4. Dubai – 14.26 million visitors 
5. Istanbul – 12.56 million visitors 
6. New York – 12.27 million visitors 
7. Singapore – 11.88 million visitors 
8. Kuala Lumpur – 11.12 million visitors 
9. Seoul – 10.35 million visitors 
10. Hong Kong – 8.66 million visitors 

Source: MasterCard website, June 3, 2015 

http://www.mastercard.com/
http://newsroom.mastercard.com/digital-press-kits/mastercard-global-destination-cities-index-2015/


Source 3 : Boris Johnson (left, mayor of London) and Lord Coe1 (right) pose for photos in front of 

the giant Olympic rings on Tower Bridge (2012) 

 
 
Source 4: Matches’ venues for the 2015 Rugby World Cup 

 

 
1 Lord Coe was the main organizer of the 2012 London Olympics 



Source 5: Top Ten attractions of the UK in 2014 

 
 

  



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°4 : London a cosmopolitan city 

Difficulté : niveau 1 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a cosmopolitan city.  

 

Help : A cosmopolitan city is a city in which the population is composed of diverse origins. 

1) Give a statistic that shows that London is a cosmopolitan city. 

2) Where does the foreign-born population mainly come from ? 

3) Why do people come to London ? 

4) Fill in the blanks with your answers : 

Soon, ________________ of Londoners will be foreign-born. They mainly come from former 

_____________ and _______________________________ countries such as ____________, 

__________________, ____________________, __________________, __________________ 

and ________________. But also Turkey, Poland (related to WWII)… Work and ______________ 

also explain why London is so attractive. 

 

Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°4 : London a cosmopolitan city 

Difficulté : niveau 2 

 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a cosmopolitan city.  

 

Help : A cosmopolitan city is a city in which the population is composed of diverse origins. 

1) Give a statistic that shows that London is a cosmopolitan city. 

2) Where does the foreign-born population mainly come from ? 

3) Why do people come to London ? 

4) Write a short summary with your answers. 

 

 

 

 



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°4 : London a cosmopolitan city 

Difficulté : niveau 3 

Task : Using the sources, explain what makes London a cosmopolitan city. 

 

Help : A cosmopolitan city is a city in which the population is composed of diverse origins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 
 

Fiche activité n°4 : London a cosmopolitan city 

Task: exlain what makes London a Cosmopolitan city. 
 

Source 1:  

Half of all Londoners will be foreign-born2 by 2031 as the capital's population is set to reach ten 
million.  
Foreigners living in London set to outnumber native Britons in 16 years. 
Capital's immigrant population will hit five million for the first time in 2031 
They will overtake number of British-born residents, which's on the decline: In 1971 it was more 
than 6m but this will sink below 5m in coming decades. 

By MARTIN ROBINSON FOR MAILONLINE, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
2926454/Half-Londoners-foreign-born-2031-capital-s-population-set-reach-ten-million.html,  26 

January 2015  

 
Source 2: (source: 
The Mail Online, 
2016) 
 

 
2 Foreign-born = born in another country 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Martin+Robinson+for+MailOnline
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2926454/Half-Londoners-foreign-born-2031-capital-s-population-set-reach-ten-million.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2926454/Half-Londoners-foreign-born-2031-capital-s-population-set-reach-ten-million.html


Source 3: Top 15 largest recruiters of international students 2013-14 (Source: HESA First 
Statistical Release (2013-14) [^]Table 3.) 

Institution 
postgraduate 

students 
undergraduate 

students  
Total number of 

international students 

University College London 5,910 5,940 11,850 

The University of Manchester 5,225 6,380 11,605 

The University of Edinburgh 4,305 5,155 9,460 

The University of Warwick 4,970 3,625  8,595 

The University of Sheffield 4,240 3,665 7,905 

University of the Arts, London 1,960 5,775 7,735 

The University of Birmingham 5,465 2,250 7,715 

Kings College London 3,900 3,795  7,695 

University of Nottingham 3,210 4,305 7,515 

Coventry University 3,055 4,425 7,480 

Imperial College of Science, 
Technology and Medicine (London) 

3,955 3,525 7,480 

The City University (London) 4,420 2,915 7,335 

The University of Oxford 5,225 2,045 7,270 

The University of Glasgow 3,650 3,315 6,965 

The University of Southampton 4,170 2,725  6,895 

London School of Economics and 
Political Science 

4,960 1,835 6,795 

 

 

Source 4 : 

« London is 

most desirable 

global city to 

move for 

work », in The 

Telegraph, 06 

Oct. 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/free-statistics
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/free-statistics


Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°5 : London a global economic and financial power 

Difficulté : niveau 1 

 

Task : Explain what makes London a global economic and financial power, and how it transforms 

the city. 

1) Find statistics to prove that London is one of the most powerful city in the world. (2 arguments 

expected) 

2) Why is London so dynamic in terms of finance? Give several reasons. 

3) How does London’s financial power transform the city? 

4) Fill in the blanks with your answers : 

London is one of the most powerful city in the world in terms of finance and economy. It’s regularly 

ranked ______________ or __________ in the world, mainly competing with New York. London 

hosts financial activities such as _____________, _________________. It is considered as a very 

good place to work in finance thanks to its _________________, _______________________, 

human capital… London belongs to the World’s Top 10 largest cities by _______________ with 

more than _____________billion $. 

These activities transform London with the creation or the development of numerous CBDs: 

___________________, ____________________, _____________________… These CBDs are 

well connected to the world thanks to the development of ________________________________.  

 

 

Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°5 : London a global economic and financial power 

Difficulté : niveau 2 

 

Task : Explain what makes London a global economic and financial power, and how it transforms 

the city. 

 

1) Find statistics to prove that London is one of the most powerful city in the world. (2 arguments 

expected) 

2) Why is London so dynamic in terms of finance? Give several reasons. 

3) How does London’s financial power transform the city? 

4) Write a short summary with your answers. 

 



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°5 : London a global economic and financial power 

Difficulté : niveau 3 

 

Task : Explain what makes London a global economic and financial power, and how it transforms 

the city. 

 

 

  



Thème 1 – Géographie 

Chapitre 1 : La métropolisation, un processus mondial différencié 

 

Fiche activité n°5 : London a global economic and financial power 

Task: describe the economic and financial power of London in the world 

 

Source 1: 2 of the main business centers of London: The City and London Bridge Quarter 

London Bridge Quarter (1) is the new Central Business District of London, dominated by the Shard 
Tower (2). It hosts housing and offices. It faces the City (3) and is linked to Heathrow Airport and 
to the Eurostar by a public transportation hub (4).  

 

Source 2 :  
“London is the most competitive financial centre in the world, overtaking New York and utterly 
dominating the rankings compiled by analysts at the Z/Yen Group this year.  
The capital topped every single category in the index, with the best business environment, the 
most developed financial centre, the most impressive infrastructure, the best human capital and 
the top overall reputation. […]  
The depth and breadth of business activity also helped, with the strength of the professional 
services and insurance industries alongside banking giving London a boost in the rankings.  
All the finance professionals surveyed ranked London very highly, indicating that it is a stable 
place to work.  
Tim WALLACE, “Rule Britannia: London overtakes New York as the world's best financial centre”, 

in The Telegraph, 23 Sep 2015 

 



 

Source 3 : World’s Top 10 largest cities by GDP (source: the Mail Online, Feb 02, 2015) 

 



 


